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HOUSE BI LL 2813

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Quall, Upthegrove, Sullivan, Santos, and O nshy

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to teachers of visually inpaired and blind birth to
age twenty-one public school students; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the state has
commtted to raise the achievenent of all children of Washington

including children wth visual inpairnents or Dblindness. The
| egislature also finds that children with visual inpairnents and
bl i ndness can benefit greatly if they are taught by an educator who is
trai ned to under st and t he | ear ni ng, conmmruni cati on, and
orientation/nobility issues that blind and visually inpaired children
encounter. I ndi vi dual s who receive teacher training in educating the

visually inpaired and blind acquire strategies to assist students in
reacting to and interacting wth their environment and reach
achi evenent |l evels equal to sighted children. The |egislature intends
to take the first steps to having such an in-state teacher preparation
program for teachers of visually inpaired and blind students by
assessing the needs of the state in this area.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The professional educator standards board
shal | consi der approving out-of-state institutions of higher education
for the purposes of establishing a specialty endorsenent program By
Decenber 15, 2008, the board shall report to the education commttees
of the legislature the process used by the board for such consideration
and whet her the board supports approval of out-of-state institutions of
hi gher education for the purposes of establishing a specialty
endor senment program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) As part of the state needs assessnent
process conducted by the higher education coordinating board in
accordance with RCW 28B. 76. 230, the board shall assess the need for
baccal aureate and/or postgraduate degree prograns in Washi ngton that
specialize in teacher preparation prograns for teachers of visually
inpaired and blind students and orientation/nobility teachers in
Washi ngton's preschools, and el enentary, mddle, and high schools. |If
the board determnes that there is a need for one or nore progranms in
Washi ngton, then the board shall encourage the appropriate institutions
of higher education or institutional sectors to create such a program
or prograns.

(2) By August 31, 2008, the board shall report to the |egislature
on the needs assessnent. The report shall also include a
recommendati on on the appropriate |evel of one-tinme or start-up funding
to support the educator preparation program for teachers of visually
inpaired and blind students and orientation/nobility teachers in
Washi ngton's el enentary, mddle, and high schools. Additionally, the
report shall indicate which institutions or institutional sectors
denonstrate an interest or could be successful in building and
sustaining a high quality program including which institutions:

(a) Denonstrate the capacity to make a long-term conm tnent of
resources to build and sustain a program and

(b) Can readily engage faculty appropriately qualified to devel op
and deliver a high quality curriculum at the baccal aureate and/or
post graduate | evel .

~-- END ---
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